
Carol A. Coté, Occupational Therapy  Course:  OT 393: Research Methods 

 Research Methods introduces students to research journals, evidence based 

practice, and scientific writing.  Each student chooses a topic of interest that is related to 

a clinical condition and develops a literature review and a research proposal aimed to 

address a need in the field. Sustainability was incorporated into the course by adding the 

impact of poverty on health and occupation both in the US and in the world as a potential 

topic for a research proposal.  Although students were not required to pursue this topic, 

they were all introduced to the ACOTE (our accrediting board) standards for education 

on the issue of social justice and were made aware of the profession’s stated commitment 

to this broader view of health care.  Five students did choose topics related to the impact 

of poverty on health and occupation.  These research proposals were then presented as a 

panel discussion to the class.  

 Additionally, all papers created in this designated “writing intensive” course were 

submitted, corrected, and returned electronically.  Students were encouraged to keep all 

research articles in an electronic file and to only print what is truly necessary.  Handouts 

were minimal with most documents posted on Angel.    

 

The University of Scranton 

Department of Occupational Therapy 

OT 393:  Research Methods in Occupational Therapy  

 

Semester: Spring, 2013    Instructor:   Carol A. Coté, Ph.D. 

Course: 3 credits     Office:   Leahy 3001 

Time:  Tuesday/Thursday 1:00-2:15  Leahy 1007 Email:  carol.cote@scranton.edu 

 Tuesday/Thursday 3:00-4:15 Leahy 2002  Phone: 941-6632 

       

            

***Email for assignments only:  ccpota2010@gmail.com*** 

        

Required Reading: 

Blessing, D.J., & Forister, J. (2013). Introduction to research and medical 

literature for health professionals. (3
rd

 ed.). Burlington, MA: Jones & Bartlett 

Learning.  

 

American Psychological Association (2009).  Publication manual of the American  

 Psychological Association (6
th

 ed.). Washington, DC. 

 

Additional readings as assigned. 

 

Required:  Student membership to American Occupational Therapy Association.   

 

I. Course Description 

 

 This course provides an introduction to understanding how professionals 

contribute to the knowledge base that supports the field of occupational therapy.  The 

student learns the language of scientific inquiry and how to critically examine evidence-
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based literature.  The guiding principles that support sound research practice are 

examined throughout the course. 

 

 OT 393 – Research Methods in Occupational Therapy examines the strengths and 

weaknesses of the full range of approaches used by professionals when conducting 

research studies.  Students will engage in a variety of simulated research-based activities 

in order to build foundational knowledge relative to each step of the research process.  

Topical discussions include:
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 Information literacy 

 Literature reviews 

 Article critiques 

 Qualitative research 

 Quantitative research 

 Hierarchy of evidence 

 Statistical concepts 

 Research methods 

 Assessment of tools 

 Tests and 

measurements 

 Evidence-based 

research 

 APA formats 

 Academic integrity 

 Ethics and IRB/DRB 

 Written composition 

skills 

 Funding for research 

 

II. Relationship to Curriculum Design: 

 

OT 393 - Research Methods in Occupational Therapy is designed to develop an 

understanding and basic appreciation for research as a tool rather than an end of inquiry 

in the field of occupational therapy. This approach allows the student to develop the 

ability to critically examine each phase of the research process and to apply sound 

research practices to complex phenomena.  The student is engaged in a variety of 

learning activities that promote the skills and confidence needed to be a competent 

research consumer, research practitioner, and beginning level researcher. OT 393 - 

Research Methods in Occupational Therapy is a component of Scientific Foundations in 

the curriculum structure and design. Knowledge from prerequisite Scientific Foundations 

coursework, specifically Psychology 210 - Psychological Statistics, will be applied. OT 

393 - Research Methods in Occupational Therapy builds upon core courses in the liberal 

arts and sciences. The traditional liberal arts and sciences core educates the student in 

critical thinking and analytical procedures found in mathematical and scientific methods 

of inquiry. OT 393 - Research Methods in Occupational Therapy builds on this 

foundation and expands the cross - curriculum themes of developing capacity for clinical 

reasoning and decision making in the field of occupational therapy. Each student is 

mentored and active and self-directed learning is facilitated through the development of a 

research proposal.  

 

III. Course Objectives: The following identifies the key objectives of this course, the 

accreditation standards that each objective meets as delineated in the Standards for an 

Accredited Educational Program for the Occupational Therapist (ACOTE, 2011) and the 

program goals that each objective meets as delineated in the program’s student handbook 

and self-study for accreditation (2012).  The Student Therapist will: 

 

Course Objective    ACOTE   Standard Methods/Assessment 

The student will: 

1.  Develop and refine the core information literacy 

competencies required of all professionals working in 

the field of occupational therapy. 

 

     B.8.1 

      

 

 

 Article critiques & 

assignments 

 Final project 

2.  Demonstrate through writing, the comprehension, 

analysis and synthesis of important concepts within 

the occupational therapy knowledge base using the 

     

     B.8.8 

     B.5.20 

 Quizzes 

 Article critiques & 

assignments 
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professional writing standards employed by 

researchers. 

 

 Final project(s) 

3.  Understand the role research plays in lifelong 

activities of an occupational therapist (research 

consumer, research practitioner, researcher) and in 

the development of theory and practice within the 

field of occupational therapy. 

 B.1.7 

   B.6.6 

   B.8.3 

 Quizzes 

 Group presentations 

 

4.  Evaluate quantitative and qualitative research 

published in refereed professional journals. 

   

     B.8.2 
 Article critiques 

 Final project 

5.  Critically review literature on a chosen topic 

relevant to the field of occupational therapy 

 

     B.8.5 
 Article critiques 

 Final project(s) 

6.  Become familiar with the terminology associated 

with the research process and utilize it correctly in 

oral and written presentations.  Demonstrate writing, 

speech and information fluency in written and oral 

presentations. 

 

     B.8.8 

     B.5.20 

 Quizzes 

 Final project 

 Article critiques 

 Group presentations  

 Presentation on results 

7.  Understand the different types of research and the 

ramifications each approach has on the pursuit of 

inquiry and the broadening of the knowledge base 

within the field. 

 

     B.8.3 

      

 Article critiques 

 Quizzes 

8.  Comprehend the relationship between clinical 

practice and applied research and begin to identify 

researchable problems from practice settings. 

   

     B.8.6 
 Article critiques 

 Final project 

 

9.  Demonstrate understanding of the research 

process of identifying a topic, reviewing the 

literature, generating questions choosing the 

appropriate methodology, and designing a research 

study.   

  

     B.8.6 

      

 Article critiques 

 Quizzes 

 Final project 

10.  Gain preliminary understanding of the various 

quantitative and qualitative research methodologies 

in terms of data collection, data analysis and 

reporting of results. 

 

     B.8.4 
 Quizzes 

 Presentation on results 

 Final project 

11.  Develop an awareness of ethical considerations 

related to research. 

 

     B.8.1 
 CITI on-line course 

certificate 

12.  Refine professional skills in managing time, self-

directed learning, being dependable, taking initiative, 

collaborating with others, responding appropriately to 

constructive criticism, and communicating verbally 

or in writing. 

 

     B.5.20 
 Final project 

 Group presentation on 

assessment 

 Presentation on results 

 

13.  Develop an understanding of the process of 

locating and securing grants and how grants can 

serve as a fiscal resource for research and practice. 

 

     B.8.9 
 Quizzes 

 Assignment 

 

14. Interpret criterion-referenced and norm-

referenced standardized test scores on the basis 

of an understanding of sampling, normative data, 

standard and criterion scores, reliability, and 

validity. 

    B.4.6  Quizzes 

 Presentation on 

assessment 
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IV. Topical Outline (subject to change by professor):  Attached 

 

V. Teaching and Learning Activities 

 

Format:  A seminar format that fosters active (in-class) student participation and 

self-directed learning skills.  A variety of teaching methods are used in OT 393 including:  

lecture, small/large group discussion, writing exercises, audio-visual materials, case 

examples, article critiques, technology, guest speakers, cooperative learning, 

collaborative peer work groups, and accelerated learning techniques.  Class sessions will 

focus on developing an understanding and appreciation for the research process, critically 

reviewing evidence-based research, application of research methods, and the formation of 

mentoring relationships. 

 

Students with Disabilities: In order to receive appropriate accommodations, 

students with disabilities must register with the Center for Teaching and Learning 

Excellence and provide relevant and current medical documentation. Students 

should contact Mary Ellen Pichiarello (Extension 4039) or Jim Muniz (Extension 4218), 

5th floor, St. Thomas Hall, for an appointment.  For more information, see 

http://www.scranton.edu/disabilities.   

 

Writing Center Services:  The Writing Center focuses on helping students 

become better writers.  Consultants will work one-on-one with students to discuss 

students’ work and provide feedback at any stage of the writing process.  Scheduling 

appointments early in the writing progress is encouraged.  To meet with a writing 

consultant, stop by during the Writing Center’s regular hours of operation, call (570) 941-

6147 to schedule an appointment, or complete the Writing Assistance Request Form 

online.  You can also schedule an online appointment using Google Docs and Google 

Talk.  

 

 

VI. Evaluation Methods 

 

OT 393:  Research Methods in Occ Therapy is a 3-credit course.  Students will attend 

two times a week for three hours lectures each week.  One grade is recorded at the end of 

the semester.  All requirements for individual components must be completed before a 

grade is submitted. 

 

Attendance: Prepared, timely attendance for all class sessions and appointments is 

expected. Attendance will be taken at each session.  In the event that a student must be 

absent due to unavoidable and unforeseen circumstances, he/she is required to notify the 

instructor by telephone or via email at carol.cote@scranton.edu. Students aware of an 

anticipated absence should inform the course instructor in writing; email is acceptable.  

Please refer to your Student Manual for information regarding excused vs. unexcused 

absences.  For students exhibiting habitual tardiness or absence (e.g., more than one 

occurrence) the course instructor will note the issue on the student’s Professional 

http://www.scranton.edu/disabilities
http://matrix.scranton.edu/academics/ctle/writing/hours.shtml
http://matrix.scranton.edu/academics/ctle/writing/online-request-form.shtml
http://matrix.scranton.edu/academics/ctle/writing/GOOGLE.PDF
http://matrix.scranton.edu/academics/ctle/writing/GOOGLE.PDF
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Development Assessment (PDA) form and discuss the notation with the student (see 

Grading Policy below).   

Participation:  Active, engaged participation in class is expected.  Students are 

responsible for all material presented in each class, and must complete reading and 

writing assignments prior to each class session in order to contribute to the discussion. 

Additional readings may be assigned as the course progresses. Suggested readings may 

also be available at the library or from the instructor. 

Professional Behaviors: Occupational therapists are evaluated with regard to 

knowledgeable, caring, efficient, and ethical performance within their practice settings.  

To prepare for this challenge, students are expected to act ethically and professionally 

and interact appropriately with peers, faculty and staff both inside and outside of the 

classroom. The use of cell phones is not permitted during class, including answering 

calls, checking messages, texting, etc.    Inappropriate, unethical or unprofessional 

behaviors will be addressed according to the Department’s Professional Behavior 

Policy.  Students are also subject to other applicable policies (e.g. the University’s policy 

regarding Academic Honesty).    

Grading Policy:   Per department policy (see Professional Behavior Policy in the Student 

Manual), course instructors will note professional behavior issues on the student’s 

Professional Development Assessment form.  For each course related occurrence noted, 

the student’s final overall course grade will be reduced 5.0 points.  Examples of 

behaviors that will be noted on the PDA include tardiness, absence, minimal or 

uninformed participation in classroom discussions, cell phone use and wearing 

inappropriate attire for a lab experience. Achievement of grades is reflective of the 

quality of knowledge, depth of understanding and work demonstrated by the student to 

the instructor. The final grade is based upon weighted percent scores. The Department of 

Occupational Therapy requires a minimal grade of C (2.00) in every cognate and 

occupational therapy course. 

Written Assignments and Examinations:  Promptness, clarity, conciseness and 

appropriate documentation/substantiation are expected in all written work.  APA format 

must be followed and all work submitted in a word-processed, double-spaced, letter 

quality, easily read form unless otherwise directed.  Papers that do not adhere to 

established due dates will have their grade reduced by one letter grade to maintain 

fairness to students who had met the deadline and did not have the advantage of extra 

time for completion.  Papers and assignments should be handed in at the start of class on 

the day they are due.  Papers and assignments will not be accepted after 4:30 PM on the 

established due date and must be placed in the instructor’s mailbox in the OT department 

by that time.  If serious extenuating circumstances preclude a student’s ability to 

complete an assignment in a timely manner, the student must discuss this situation with 

the course instructor prior to the established due date. 

Missed Exams: Make up exams will be given to only those students with an excused 

absence (doctor’s note, family emergency). A grade of “zero” will be given for missed 

exams without an excused absence.  
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Academic Support:  Students must be PROACTIVE in requesting additional support 

from the course instructor.  Students are advised to make individual appointments with 

the course instructor on an as needed basis.  The instructor maintains an open-door 

advisement policy.  The seeking of additional support from the instructor does not 

negatively affect the course grade (and in reality, this additional mentorship most often 

improves the course grade). The use of e-mail for questions and phone appointments for 

more detailed conversations is strongly encouraged. Students are also advised to seek 

support and guidance from the Center for Teaching and Learning Excellence for basic 

writing needs, the development of professional writing skills and tutoring sessions to 

reinforce their learning.  In addition, students with disabilities are encouraged to declare 

their disabilities to receive accommodations that allow for full participation in the 

teaching-learning process.  The Department of Occupational Therapy of the University of 

Scranton complies will all applicable laws and regulations with respect to 

accommodation of disabilities as defined in the law. The University will provide 

reasonable accommodations so that students can fully participate in curricular and 

extracurricular activities.   

 

In order to receive appropriate accommodations, students with disabilities must 

register with the Center for Teaching and Learning Excellence and provide relevant 

and current medical documentation. Students should contact Mary Ellen Pichiarello 

(Extension 4039) or Jim Muniz (Extension 4218), 5th floor, St. Thomas Hall, for an 

appointment.  For more information, see http://www.scranton.edu/disabilities.  Students 

should also schedule an appointment with the course instructor to discuss their particular 

needs in relationship to this course in a timely manner.   

 

Academic Integrity: The Department of Occupational Therapy adheres to the 

University’s Academic Code of Honesty and expects students, staff and faculty to follow 

these guidelines. Additionally, the professional Occupational Therapy Code of Ethics and 

Ethics Standards (2010) is to be followed. Suspected violations of these Codes will be 

investigated per University policy. Penalties for academic dishonesty range from a failing 

grade to dismissal from the University. 

http://www.scranton.edu/disabilities
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Assignment Weights for Final Grade 

Assignment / Exam Weight 

Quizzes (3)  15% 

Article Critiques (5) 25% 

Homework Assignments   5% 

Group Presentations (2) 10% 

Literature Review 20% 

Research Proposal 25% 

Total 100% 
 

Grading Scale 

Percent Score 

Letter 

Grade 

 Grade Point 

Average  University of Scranton Definition 

95 - 100 A 4.00 
Excellent, outstanding and/or original work 

91 - 94 A- 3.67 

87 -90 B+ 3.33 

Good  83 - 86 B 3.00 

79 - 82 B- 2.67 

75 - 78 C+ 2.33 
Passing 

71 - 74 C 2.00 

67 - 70 C- 1.67 

Passing but well below average 63 - 66 D+ 1.33 

59 - 62 D 1.00 

0 - 58 F 0.00 Not Passing 
 

The instructor reserves the right to make changes and adjustments to the syllabus 

assignments to ensure meeting the learning objectives of the course. 

 

VII. Assignments: 

 

1. Article Critiques:  Student will critically evaluate 5 primary research articles 

and write a report according to guidelines provided. 

 

2. Literature Review:  Student will write a summary paper on the articles 

reviewed for the chosen topic 

 

3. Research Proposal:  Student will design a research project and construct a 

proposal following IRB guidelines. 

4. Presentations:  Student working with a small group of classmates will present 

to the whole class on results of a research study and on the psychometric 

properties of an assessment. 
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OT 393:  Research Methods in Occupational Therapy (Section 1)   

 Dr. Carol A Coté 

Topical Outline (subject to change)     SEND 

ASSIGNMENTS TO: ccpota2010@gmail.com 

Date Topic Class Activities Readings Assignment 

Due 

Week 1 

  Th Jan 

31 

Course overview 

Why research is 

important 

Generate topic ideas 

 

  

Week 2 

  T Feb 5 

Anatomy of a 

research paper 

Managing 

information 

 B: Chap 1, 

Chap 2 (OT 

only). 

Article: Impact 

of 

participating . 

. . 

 

  Th Feb 

7 

Library:  Data 

base search 

MEET AT 

LIBRARY 3
RD

 FL 

B: Chap 7 Have general 

idea for 

research topic 

Week 3 

  T Feb 

12 

Intro to article 

critiques 

 

In-class article 

critique 

B: Chap 19 

Article: The 

effect of pencil 

size . . . 

 

  Th Feb 

14 

Quantitative 

research: 

Experimental 

designs 

 B: Chap 8, up 

to p. 120 

 

Week 4 
  T Feb 

19  

Quantitative 

research: 

Stats review 

Computation of t 

test, review common 

research stats 

 Bring 

calculator to 

class 

  Th Feb 

21 

Quantitative 

research: 

Other research 

designs 

Use homework for 

class discussion 

Articles on 

Angel 
Homework 

due:  

quantitative 

designs 

Week 5 

  T Feb 

26 

Quantitative 

research:  results 

Group presentations  Critique #1 (A) 

due 

Presentation: 

results  

  Th Feb 

28 

Quantitative 

research: results 

Group presentations 

 

  

Week 6 

  T Mar 5 

Qualitative 

research: 

overview 

Guest B: Chap 12 Critique #2 (A) 

due 

  Th Mar Quiz 1   Bring APA 
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7 APA Style Corrections activity APA Manual 

(reference) 

Manual to class 

Week 7 

  T Mar 

12 

Qualitative 

research: types, 

results, critique 

In-class chart of 

qualitative designs 

Article:  

Women with 

disabilities . . . 

Critique #3 (B) 

due 

  Th Mar 

14 

Generating 

research 

questions 

Scientific writing 

“Operationalizing” 

research ideas 

B: Chap 6 Assignment:  

APA 

worksheet due 

Week 8 

  T Mar 

19 

More data base 

searches 

Meet at computer lab   

  Th Mar 

21 

NO CLASS 1:1 

Meetings  

15 min meetings  Have 10 article 

abstracts on 

your topic 

Mar 26-

28 

Spring Break    

Week 9 

  T Apr 2 

Plagiarism 

Paraphrasing 

Paraphrasing 

practice 

B: Chap 3 Critique #4 (B) 

due 

  Th Apr 

4 

Writing a 

literature review 

 

   

Week 10 

  T Apr 9 
Quiz 2   Critique #5 (B) 

due 

  Th Apr 

11 

Guest lecture:  

Evidence based 

practice (EBP) 

   

Week 11 

  T Apr 

16 

Tests and 

measurements 

Test 

development 

Find reliability and 

validity, 

standardization 

methods 

  

  Th Apr 

18 

Standardized 

assessments 

Groups meet in class 

to prepare 

presentation of 

assessment 

  

Week 12 

  T Apr 

23 

Standardized 

assessments 

Group presentations  Literature 

review due 

  Th Apr 

25 

No class: AOTA 

Conference 

 

   

Week 13 

  T Apr 

30 

IRB/DRB 

Grants 

 B: Chap 5 

(reference) 
CITI 

Certification 

 

  Th May 

2 
Quiz 3 
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Week 14 

  T May 7 

Disseminating 

research 

Writing for 

publication 

 B: Chap 18 

(reference) 
 

  Th May 

9 

Informal 

presentation of 

student research 

proposals 

   

FINALS 

WEEK 

   IRB/DRB 

application 

due 

 

Final Grade: 15% Quizzes (3) 

  25% Article Critiques (5) 

    5% Homework Assignments 

  10% Group Presentations (2) 

  20% Literature Review 

  25% Research Proposal 

  CITI On-line certification (Pass) 

  AOTA Student Membership  

 

All critiques, lit review and research proposal to be 

submitted electronically to: 

ccpota2010@gmail.com 
All other correspondence to: carol.cote@scranton.edu 


